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dinal5s hat lies on a bench behind him and by the side
of his table is a high cupboard with wide shelves con-
taining jars, books, and a patterned box. His inkhorn
hangs on a nail conveniently fixed to the side of the
cupboard. On the outside wall of the cupboard hangs
a towel and, lower down, a small scroll, inscribed with
illegible characters, is pinned to the side of the desk.
On a ledge, in line with the Saint's feet, are a vase
containing a small myrtle shrub, a pot of pinks and a
cat. At the foot of the three steps, leading up to the
dais, St. Jerome has left his slippers. On the threshold
of the room we see a partridge and a peacock, with a
water-bowl from which they can drink. The partridge
is often represented as an emblem of solitary medita-
tion, since St. John the Evangelist, in his extreme old
age, tamed one and thus the bird became the associate
of saintly hermitage.
St. Jerome's study is luxuriously arranged for light
and air and, in a kind of clerestory, we see three sets
of lancet windows behind which swallows are flying.
At the end of each of the corridors there is a window
looking on to a pleasant landscape. Various interesting
details can be detected through the window in the left-
hand corridor. Two men and a white dog are going
down a pathway towards a river on which is a boat
containing two people, while, on the far bank among
the rushes, is a child in red and in the distance is a
castle which two men are approaching on horseback.
The Crucifixion (No. 1166) is a late example of
Antonello's art and probably his last work. The com-
position is impressive. The Cross, with Christ raised
high in the heavens, dominates the picture and bisects
the cup-like design formed by the figures of the Virgin
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